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Speakers
Rosemary Addis AM
Executive Director, Impact Strategist & Ambassador, Global Steering Group for Impact
Investing
Rosemary is a globally recognised leader and strategist at the forefront of innovation and
investment for impact. She has an international portfolio including Ambassador of the
Global Steering Group for Impact Investment, Director of Indigenous Business Australia,
Chair Advisory Board for Griffith University’s Climate Ready Initiative. Her 30-year track    
record spans sectors, disciplines and geographies and includes breakthrough solutions to
complex issues from social policy to investment vehicles and global standards that move
capital to where it is needed for impact. Rosemary is widely published, her work is the
subject of international case studies and she has provided expert advice and collaboration
to the OECD, WEF, UNDP, Oxford University and Initiative for Responsible Investment at
Harvard Kennedy School.

Habiba Ali
Founder & CEO, Sosai Renewable Energies
Habiba has been in the renewable energy industry since 2005 and co-founded the
Developmental Association for Renewable Energies. As managing director and CEO of Sosai
Renewable Energies, Habiba is manages a partnership with C-Quest LLC to implement
a nationwide Programme of Activities for improved cook stoves in Nigeria with 50,000
cook stoves installed. Through Habiba, Sosai is a member of Manufacturers Association of
Nigeria. She was the Premier Vice President of the of the Renewable Energies Association
of Nigeria holding this position for 3 years before August 2020. She is a member of the
Clean Cooking Alliance the Nigerian Alliance for Clean Cook Stoves, and the Nigerian Energy
Network.  
Habiba has been named a Vital Voices GROW fellow, Winner UNSDG WeEmpower for Africa,
The Global Leadership Awards Honoree in Economic Empowerment for 2019, a World Bank
Womenx fellow and is a graduate of the Cherie Blaire Road to Business Growth program.
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Karim Arslan

Programme Director, Green Finance Institute
Karim Arslan joined the Green Finance Institute as a programme director in May 2020
after 10 years working in investment banking and life insurance. He leads a number of
programmes and initiatives across the Institute, bringing together groups of experts
from the public and private sectors, academia and civil society to co-create new financial
facilities and mechanisms to address the climate challenge. Prior to joining the Institute,
Karim spent seven years at Barclays Investment Bank as a fixed income trader where he
established and led the European operations of the securitised products repo business. He
also led the bank’s efforts to set up and manage the more than £2bn bond portfolio.
Karim was a key member of the Barclays Green Banking Council which developed and
launched multiple first-to-market green products. He spent four years at AXA Life Invest
in Paris and Singapore as a cross-assets derivatives trader, where he led the design and
implementation of hedging strategies for a more than £1bn portfolio of life insurance
products.  A fluent Arabic and French speaker, Karim holds an MSc in Finance from ParisDauphine University and an MSc in Econometrics from the Sorbonne University in Paris.

Baroness Barran
Minister for Civil Society
Baroness Barran was appointed as the Minister for Civil Society for the UK Government
on 26 July 2019. In this role she is responsible for policy related to the UK’s Civil Society,
including but not restricted to responsible business and social enterprise, youth and
social action, and loneliness. She was the founder and Chief Executive of SafeLives from
2004-2017, a national charity dedicated to ending domestic abuse. She was head of grant
development at the think tank New Philanthropy Capital from 2001 to 2004, and worked
in asset management before founding one of the first European hedge funds in 1993.
Baroness Barran was a trustee at the Royal Foundation and Comic Relief, and was chair of
the Henry Smith Charity. She received the Beacon Prize for England in November 2007 and
an MBE in 2011 for her work addressing domestic violence.

Emille Bellet
Founder, Vestpod

Emilie Bellet is the Founder and CEO of Vestpod, the author of Amazon bestseller You’re Not
Broke, You’re Pre-Rich and host of The Wallet podcast. Formerly working in private equity,
Emilie launched Vestpod to change the conversation about money and empower women
financially. Emilie started her career at Lehman Brothers where she worked as an analyst
in private equity merchant banking. She was then part of the spin out fund Trilantic Capital
Partners.
Emilie co-authored The WealthTech Book, has been included in the FinTech Powerlist 2019
(“Rising Stars”), and is a finalist in the 2018 Women in Finance Awards (“Disruptor of the
year”). Emilie wrote a column for the Financial Times and Vestpod has been featured on
TV and in publications such as BBC News, Financial Times, Private Equity News, Vogue,
Glamour, This Is Money, Refinery29, Stylist, Sheerluxe, Monocle and Courier Magazine.
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Neha Bhatnager
Head of Partnerships and Research, Impact Investors Council - India
Neha is the Impact Investors Council (IIC)’s second employee (after the CEO) and has been
associated with the council since Jan 2015. Neha has worked across multiple industries:
impact investing for six years, technology, strategic partnerships, business development
and academia. She has explored MNCs & startup platforms in both for-profit and not for
profit sectors.
Post her specialization in Robotics, Multimedia and Software Development from Melbourne,
Australia and her term at Indian School of Business, Hyderabad, she worked with brands like
CitiBank (Australia), TCS, IMS, Oliver Wyman (Singapore) and Google. Despite her walk on the
road less traveled, her growing years at Scindia School, Gwalior and time with family remain
to be the most impactful.

Jamie Broderick

Lead Expert, Impact Investing Institute

Jamie Broderick is a lead expert and board member at the Impact Investing Institute. Before  
working with the Institute and its predecessor Impact Investing Taskforce, Jamie was head
of UBS Wealth Management in the UK. Jamie joined UBS after nineteen years at J.P. Morgan
Asset Management, latterly as Chief Executive of its European operations.

Mark Carney
COP26 Finance Adviser to the Prime Minister and UN Special Envoy
Mark Carney is currently the UN Special Envoy for Climate Action and Finance and Prime
Minister Johnson’s Finance Adviser for COP26. Mark was previously Governor of the Bank
of England (from 2013 to 2020), and Governor of the Bank of Canada (from 2008 to 2013).
Internationally, Mark was Chair of the Financial Stability Board (from 2011 to 2018), he
chaired the Global Economy Meeting and Economic Consultative Committee of the Bank
for International Settlements (from 2018-2020) and was First Vice-Chair of the European
Systemic Risk Board (from 2013-2020).
He is Vice Chair of Brookfield Asset Management and a member of the Global Advisory
Board of PIMCO, the Group of Thirty, the Foundation Board of the World Economic Forum,
as well as the boards of Bloomberg Philanthropies, the Peterson Institute for International
Economics and the Hoffman Institute for Global Business and Society at INSEAD. He
obtained a bachelor’s degree in economics from Harvard and masters and doctorate
degrees in Economics from Oxford.
After a thirteen-year career with Goldman Sachs, Mark was appointed Deputy Governor
of the Bank of Canada in 2003. In 2004, he became Senior Associate Deputy Minister of
Finance. He held this position until his appointment as Governor of the Bank of Canada in
2008.
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Dame Elizabeth Corley

Chair, Impact Investing Institute
Elizabeth was CEO of Allianz Global Investors, initially for Europe and then globally, from
2005 to 2016. She continued to act as an advisor to the company in various capacities until
the end of 2019. Elizabeth was previously at Merrill Lynch Investment Managers (formerly
Mercury Asset Management), Coopers & Lybrand, where she was a consulting partner
and at Sun Alliance. She is a non-executive director of Pearson plc, BAE Systems plc and
Morgan Stanley Inc.
  
She is chair of the Impact Investing Institute; a director of the Green Finance Institute;
serves on the investment committee of the Leverhulme Trust; is a member of the CFA
Future of Finance Council, AQR Asset Management Institute, the Committee of 200 and the
300 Club. She is a trustee of the British Museum, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and
a published author of crime thrillers. She was awarded a CBE in January 2015 and a DBE in
June 2019 for services to the economy and financial services.
  
In 2016 Elizabeth received an honorary doctorate from the London Institute of Banking and
Finance (formerly the IFS University College) and in June 2019 she was made an honorary
fellow of the London Business School.

Debbie Fielder
Deputy Head, Clwyd Pension Fund
Debbie has worked for the Local Authority, through several reorganisation’s and
restructures, since August 1989. Her career began working within the Finance Directorate
before taking a position with the Clwyd Pension Fund in January 2000.
Originally concentrating on the finance and closure of Pension Fund Accounts, Debbie
became increasingly involved with the Fund’s Investments from December 2009, initially
concentrating on the portfolio of alternative assets managed by the In House team before
expanding her experience across the whole Fund portfolio.

Pavitra Gautam
CEO, Karkhana
Pavitra was the kind of kid who would love to experiment and face challenges. The same
attitude made him a Programmer, a robot maker, an entrepreneur, and a teacher. He likes to
call himself an engineer by education, an entrepreneur by profession, and an educator by
passion.. Through Karkhana he is trying to create a platform that can connect real-life and
classroom using maker-based education to create critical learners for the 21st century &
impact education the same way.
He is also active as an Executive Member of the National Governing Council of Nepalese
Young Entrepreneurs Forum. Through NYEF he has been active in growing Nepal’s
entrepreneurial ecosystem.
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Sarah Gordon
Chief Executive, Impact Investing Institute
Sarah Gordon is the CEO of the Impact Investing Institute. Prior to working at the Institute,
Sarah spent 18 years at the Financial Times and was most recently business editor. Before
joining the Financial Times, Sarah worked in emerging markets fund management for
Citigroup’s asset management business and at Foreign & Colonial, reviewing political and
economic events and producing analysis of the global economy.
She started her career working for the UN  Conference for Trade and Development debt
management programme in Geneva. She was a panel member of the recent independent
inquiry into the future of civil society, led by Julia Unwin CBE, and was formerly a trustee of
CSV, one of the UK’s largest volunteering charities.

James Hicks

Impact Data Lead, Impact Management Project
James engages with investors who are interested to learn about, and apply, the (Impact
Management Project) IMP norms to their investment processes. He also works on the IMP
incubated data and technology programme, the IMP+ACT Alliance.He joined the IMP through
the On Purpose Associate Programme, a leadership and career transition programme for
mid-career professionals interested in social and environmental impact. Whilst on the
programme, James also gained experience managing software development projects at
Lightful, a tech-for-good company.  
Prior to this, James worked in asset management at M&G Investments. He specialised in
private equity and worked on a team investing in mid-market buyout funds. He was involved
in all stages of the investment process and travelled extensively to conduct due diligence
on funds primarily in Europe and Asia. James holds a first-class BA (Hons) in Economics from
Durham University

Aaron John

Co-founder, Tranquiliti
Aaron is the co-founder and product lead at Tranquiliti where he applies emerging data-led
technologies and methodology to help tackle the rising mental health and wellbeing issues
in schools. He  has previously worked at a Pupil Referral Unit and at the School for Social
Entrepreneurs, where he designed and led start-up programmes for clients such as Lloyds
Bank, PwC, and Linkaters.

Isabelle Laurent

Deputy Treasurer & Head of Funding, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
Isabelle spent 13 years in London and Hong Kong in treasury, fixed income origination,
and swaps trading and marketing with Swiss Bank Corporation International, Nomura
International and latterly at NatWest Markets where she was Director of Debt and
Derivatives Marketing.
She joined EBRD in 1997 as Deputy Head of the Treasury Funding team, and was promoted
to Deputy Treasurer and Head of Funding in 2003. In addition to overseeing EBRD’s
issuance in the capital markets and investor relations, Isabelle also focuses on capital
markets’ development in EBRD’s countries of operations and sustainable finance.
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Rishi Madlani

Head of Sustainable Finance and Just Transition, NatWest Group
Rishi is Head of Sustainable Finance and Just Transition at Natwest Group which
encompasses the bank’s activities supporting the transition to a lower carbon economy
and increasing funding to areas with a wider social purpose. Over the last 2 years the bank
provided £9.9bn of funding to support activity in the climate sector and the bank has now
set a £20bn funding and financing target to support climate and sustainable finance. Rishi
worked on the NatWest Group Green, Social and Sustainable Bond Framework and the
Group’s subsequent Green and Social bond issuances.
Outside the office Rishi serves as an elected Councillor in Camden, representing
Bloomsbury ward, and is Chair of the London Borough of Camden Pension Committee.
The fund is a Local Government Pension Scheme and won a LAPF Award for its innovative
approach to ESG. Rishi also serves on the boards of the UK Sustainable Investment &
Finance Association and RenewableUK.

Fuad Mahamed
CEO, ACH

Fuad Mahamed founded ACH 11 years ago to support the resettlement and integration
needs of refugees and migrants. Hehas built the organisation into one of the leading
providers of integration support, training and housing for excluded and marginalised people.
Today, ACH spans across 4 cities, employs over 70 people and works with over 2500
individuals a year.
Fuad first came to the UK as a refugee from Somalia with no knowledge of English and went
on to obtain a first-class degree in Engineering from Bath University followed by an MSc in
Management from Lancaster Business School. Fuad has since graduated from executive
programmes at the Cranfield School of Management, Aston Business School, SAID Business
School of Oxford University, was a 2016 Clore Social Fellow for Refugee and Migrant
communities and is currently a 2018 Churchill Fellow.  

George Metcalfe
Co-founder, Tranquiliti

George is the co-founder and operations lead at Tranquiliti. George has worked at a
school and as a public sector consultant. Most recently, he worked at the think tank New
Philanthropy Capital, where he helped fundraise for their innovation and tech-for-good
projects.
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Guy Opperman MP
Minister for Pensions and Financial Inclusion
Guy Opperman was appointed as Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State at the
Department for Work and Pensions on 14 June 2017. He served as a Government Whip
(Lord Commissioner of HM Treasury) from 17 July 2016 to 14 June 2017. He was elected
Conservative MP for Hexham in May 2010.
Guy has an Honours Degree in Law from the University of Buckingham and a first class
diploma from the University of Lille, France. Guy was called to the Bar in 1989 and spent 20
years as a barrister – 15 years of which were spent predominantly at the criminal bar.
Guy is an amateur jockey and rode his first win in 1985.

Ishita Ranjan
Founder & CEO, Spark & Co.
Ishita founded Spark and Co. in response to the Covid-19 crisis and the disproportionate
effect it was having on ethnic minorities in the UK.
Ishita brings with her over a decade experience in the social enterprise sector and a strong
track record of managing and delivering complex projects that create social change. She is
passionate about social impact, equality, and the role we play as individuals in tackling
society’s pressing issues.
Prior to this, Ishita Co-Founded Copy & Code, an online marketing and website development
agency for social impact organisations. An avid reader, writer and storyteller, Ishita loves
listening to and understanding stories from marginalised voices, and the role this plays in our
collective understanding of the world we live in.

Anne Richards
CEO, Fidelity International
Anne joined Fidelity International as CEO in December 2018 from M&G Investments where
she was CEO and a director of its parent company Prudential plc. Anne was appointed a
Director of FIL Limited in September 2019. Her career path spans many blue chip global
names in the financial sector including Alliance Capital, JP Morgan, Merrill Lynch Investment
Managers and Aberdeen Asset Management.
Anne is a Chartered Engineer and began her career as a research fellow at CERN, the
European Organisation for Nuclear Research. She is a former chair of the UK Financial
Conduct Authority’s Practitioner Panel. Anne was publicly recognised in the UK for her
services to the voluntary sector and to the Financial Services industry by being appointed a
Commander of the Royal Victorian Order (CVO) in 2014 and a Commander of the Order of the
British Empire (CBE) in 2015. Anne  holds an MBA from INSEAD and a BSc (Hons) from the
University of Edinburgh as well as an honorary degree from Heriot-Watt University.
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Diandra Soobiah
Head of Responsible Investment, NEST
Diandra Soobiah is responsible for the delivery and implementation of Nest’s Responsible
Investment approach. She ensures Nest’s investment approach factors in material
environmental, social and governance risks and opportunities.
Diandra makes sure Nest fulfills their role as a responsible steward of our members’ assets
in order to deliver the best financial outcomes for their members. Diandra has 18 years of
investment experience including at Nedgroup Investments and Russell Investments.
She holds a BA (Hons) in Business Studies and French from Queen Mary University of
London and has passed CAIA level 1 and the IMC.

Laurie Spengler
Lead Expert, Impact Investing Institute
Laurie Spengler is a lead expert and board member at the Impact Investing Institute. Among
her current board engagements, she serves as a non-executive director of the CDC Group
(the UK DFI) and the UK Impact Investing Institute.
A Senior Fellow and Advisory Council member of Casei3 at the Fuqua Business School, and
a member of the Councilon Foreign Relations. Previously, Laurie was CEO of Enclude Ltd and
Enclude Capital Advisory UK Limited.
Prior to building Enclude, Laurie was founder and CEO of Central European Advisory Group;
she also worked as an attorney with the New York, Brussels and Prague offices of White &
Case. Laurie has a JD from Harvard University and an undergraduate degree from Stanford
University.
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Spotlight Organisations

ACH is an award-winning social enterprise providing a range of innovative and impactful support and integration
services for refugees, BAME & migrant individuals. Since 2008, we have resettled over 2500 individuals yearly by
providing secure housing, culturally sensitive support and vocational training provided by our training arm Himilo.
ACH’s focus is on building individuals’ resilience in the labour market, upskilling and supporting refugees into sustainable,
higher-level employment to develop their independence and ease their integration into UK life. We now employ over 80
members of staff and deliver services in the West of England, the West Midlands whilst offering advice and assistance
across the UK and beyond.  
Our #rethinkingrefugee campaign has been running since 2015 and was born as a reaction to the negative portrayal of
refugees in the media. It aims to redefine the narrative around refugees to a more positive message of economic benefit
to the UK and a positive contribution to local communities.
Over the next 10 years, we plan to support a further 25,000 individuals from refugee and BAME communities. By using
our knowledge, expertise and lived experience we create and tailor our services from the standpoint of the individual
refugee and migrant, developing tools and techniques to support them to integrate according to their specific needs and
ambitions.

Karkhana is a social enterprise that focuses on giving students rights skills and attitudes so that they can solve
problems on their own and eventually build their own future. It is a diverse team of 60+ people including engineers,
designers, social workers, programmers, and educators that are bound together by one vision:
•

To empower people with the skills & attitudes that will help them build their future and the future of their
community.

•

We strongly believe that the makers of today are the shapers of tomorrow.

SOSAI Renewable Energies Company was set up in the year 2004 with the idea of using market based strategies
to address the issues of Poverty and Rural/Community development as regards access to Energy, Clean water and
ensure positive livelihoods.
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Spark and Co. is a Community Interest Company that provides education, information & connection for people in the UK
disproportionately affected by the Covid-19 crisis.
When the Covid-19 crisis unfolded earlier this year, it became clear to us that there was a much wider and more pressing
need to support people who were severely affected.  We launched in response to this need. We provide support through
our online Resource Hub, peer support groups and educational workshops.
Our mission Is to:
•
•
•
•
•

Be the trusted source of information on services and support available, both during the COVID-19 crisis and after.
Equip, enable and empower our users to make decisions and access support based on their individual needs.
Tackle inequalities in the UK experienced by our users due to systematic and environmental challenges or cultural
considerations.

Our vision is an equal society, in which every person feels equipped, empowered and supported.

Tranquiliti is an intelligent, digital service that measures and supports wellbeing in schools. Our system provides
personalised signposting to students, builds positive relationships in the classroom, and helps schools develop
responsive wellbeing strategies.
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